
Imagining the Canadian Parliament as a 

car on a road trip 

 

 

 
 
 

The Queen owns the car, 
but does not have a license 
to drive. She has to choose 

a driver. 

The Prime Minister actually 
gets to drive the car, but only 
as long as the Governor 
General gives them the keys. 
If the Prime Minister does 
not follow the rules they can 

be asked to leave the car! 

The government rides in the 
back – these are all the MPs 
that are part of the ruling 
party, hold seats in 
Parliament, but do not have 

Cabinet postings.  

As The Queen’s 
Representative, the Governor 
General picks the driver, 
usually the leader of the 
political party that wins the 
most seats during a federal 

election. 

The Prime Minister brings 
along her friends (The 
Cabinet) to help her find 
her way. Think of the 
Cabinet as the people 
riding shotgun (up front). 
 

Before leaving, as well as on 
the trip (if any changes are 
ahead), the Senate checks over 
the itinerary to make sure that 
the government has thought of 

everything. 
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