
 

Imagining Canada’s Government as a Machine, 
Organism or System 
 
Canada’s government is a complex system with various different offices and “parts” 
working together to ensure that power is exercised democratically. Over the past few 
weeks we have been exploring different aspects (constitution, ideas, offices) of Canada’s 
government and this assignment asks you to demonstrate your understanding of how 
everything works together. 
 
Task: Students are to design (and if they want, construct) a machine, organism or system 
using their imagination (it can be something that already exists, or something new – 
including something that could only exist in your imagination).  
 
 
 



 

o You must have parts of your machine that represent the following 
aspects/parts/roles in Canada’s Federal Government: 
 

• The Constitution (including the Charter of Rights and Freedoms) 
• Parliament 
• The Queen/Governor General 
• Responsible Government 
• House of Commons 
• Prime Minister & Cabinet 
• Senate 

 
What needs to be submitted: 
 

• Some sort of diagram (drawn, computer-generated or an actual construction) of 
your machine, organism or system. 
 

• An explanation (3-4 sentences) of how parts of your machine a machine, organism 
or system that mimic/represent aspects of the Canadian Government.  

 
Example (for the Senate): 
 

 
 

The filter basket represents the 
Canadian Senate. Just as the Senate 
reviews and refines bills introduced in 
the House of Commons, the filter basket 
does the same in the brewing of a nice 
cup of expresso – it filters out the rough 
coffee grounds. Once the coffee has 
passed through the filter basket it moves 
on to the portafilter. Similarly, once a bill 
successfully passes through the Senate 
it goes to the Queen/Governor General 
for Royal Assent (explained in my next 
section). 

Expresso Machine 



 

Overall Expectations addressed by this assignment: 

 

Rubric 

 Below 
Expectations 

Level One Level Two Level Three Level Four 

Governance 
in Canada 

The submitted 
work did not 
meet the 
requirements of 
this 
assignment. 

Student’s 
understanding of 
aspects/parts/roles 
in Canada’s Federal 
Government listed 
in this assignment 
is not clear.  
 
Many 
aspects/parts/roles 
may be missing, or 
could have been 
better explained.  
 
Student needed to 
better analyse and 
interpret the 
aspects/parts/roles 
identified in this 
assigned, as well as 
how they all work 
together in 
Canada’s 
democracy. 

With some success 
Student attempted 
to demonstrate 
their 
understanding of 
aspects/parts/roles 
in Canada’s Federal 
Government listed 
in this assignment.  
 
Some 
aspects/parts/roles 
may be missing, or 
could have been 
better explained.  
 
Student needed to 
better analyse and 
interpret the 
aspects/parts/roles 
identified in this 
assigned, as well as 
how they all work 
together in 
Canada’s 
democracy. 

Student analysed 
and interpreted the 
aspects/parts/roles 
in Canada’s Federal 
Government 
identified in this 
assignment.  
 
Student’s 
explanations 
aspects/parts/roles 
are clear.  
 
 

To a high degree of 
success, student 
analysed and 
interpreted the 
aspects/parts/roles 
in Canada’s Federal 
Government 
identified in this 
assignment.  
 
Student’s 
explanations 
aspects/parts/roles 
are clear and well 
developed. It is 
clear that a lot of 
thought has gone 
into the creation of 
the student’s 
machine, organism 
or system and its 
various parts. 
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Royal Assent! 

Your bill 
becomes law! 

Your bill passes 
the Senate 

Your bill makes it 
through the 

House 

Your bill is 
introduced in the 

House 


